Elektra of Richard Strauss (the 49th Metropolitan Opera performance 
of this opera, January 19, 1976; Heinrich Hollreiser, conductor; 
family circle standing room 63) 

Ag-a-mem-non the prelude and Elektra/Chrysothemis: Elektra/Klytam- 
nestra: Elektra/Chrysothemis: Elektra/Orestes: Elektra/Aegisthus: 
Elektra/Chrysothemis the postlude Ag-a-mem-non Ag-a-mem-non Ag-a- 
mem-non Ag-a-mem-non steel blue angles and triangles and cross- 
fertilization: Cho8phoroe of Aeschylus Elektra of Sophocles Elektra 
of Euripides Elektra of Hofmannsthal/Strauss Electre of Giraudoux 
vengeance in Mycenae and the Trojan War has taken place and the 
daughter of Agamemnon and Klytamnestra is a complex so-called 
eponym and every work of art is in some respects like other works 
of art and every work of art is in some respects unlike others it 
is unique yes the vocabulary is it is important to know the vo- 
cabulary the vocabulary of the stained-glass artisans who created 
the Gothic vitraux of Northern France look certainly at the Gothic 
vitraux of Northern France and think about vocabulary and repeti- 
tion and geography and axes of creation and what does the human 
mind do when it is at the northernmost point of the planet earth 
and what does the human mind do when it is at the southernmost 
point of the planet earth at the former point the only direction 

is South at the latter point the only direction is North yes what 
does the human mind do at those points the human mind that is 

that concerns itself with aesthetic form and the creation of 
aesthetic form at those points the northernmost point of the planet 
earth and the southernmost point of the planet earth the human mind 
functions as it does at the tropic of Cancer and at the tropic of 
Capricorn respectively provided of course that the axis of creation 
along which the human mind functions at the tropic of Cancer is 
North-South and provided of course that the axis of creation along 
which the human mind functions at the tropic of Capricorn is South- 
North yes and what does the human mind do when it is equidistant 
from the northernmost point of the planet earth and from the 
southernmost point of the planet earth the same considerations 

hold true that is the human mind functions not in relation to a 
single point but in relation to two points and so equatorial 

forms as such are not unlike polar forms that is to say they are 
geographically dialectical there is always an axis of creation 


and whether one is at the northernmost point of the planet earth 





